Chapter 19  Chamber Music

Nature of Chamber Music

· Important in Classical period

· One player on a part

· Instrumental music

· Forms same as for symphonies

Listening to Chamber Music

· Requires concentration on what happens in the music

· Players need to exhibit a sense of ensemble

· Not at its best in a large auditorium

Chamber Music in the Classical Period

· The social setting encouraged the creation and performance of chamber music

· Haydn composed music to be played on the baryton for his patron, Prince Nicholas Esterházy

The Sonata

· Multimovement for

· One instrument and piano

· Two instruments are equally important

· Piano alone

· Same pattern of movements

String Quartet

· Two violins, viola, and cello

· Foremost chamber music group of the time

· Usually contains four movements

Haydn: “Emperor” String Quartet,
Third Movement -- Minuet

· Strong three-beat meter

· Clearly marked form:

· Minuet: a a b a’ b a’

· Trio: a a b a’ b a’

· Minuet: a b a’

· Minuet in major

· Trio begins in minor

Other Chamber Music Ensembles

· Piano trio

· Ensembles with strings and another instrument known by name of instrument

· Woodwind quintet

· Brass quintet

Mozart: Clarinet Quintet, 
Fourth Movement

· Clarinet and string quartet

· Theme and variations

· Theme is in binary form: a a b a’ with each half repeated

Mozart: Clarinet Quintet,
Fourth Movement

· Variations

· First: Clarinet plays new melody

Strings keep harmony of the theme

· Second: Violin plays different melody

· Third: Viola plays different melody in minor

Mozart: Clarinet Quintet,
Fourth Movement

· Variations:

· Fourth Clarinet and violin play fast notes in major

· Fifth: Strings featured in slow variation

· Coda: Quintet energetically plays the a part of theme

Summary 

· Nature of chamber music

· Listening to chamber music

· Chamber music in the Classical Period

· The sonata

· String quartet

· Haydn: “Emperor” String Quartet, third movement

· Other chamber music ensembles

· Mozart: Clarinet Quintet, fourth movement

