Chapter 20 Piano Sonatas

The Sonata

· Multi-movement for

· One instrument and piano

· Two instruments are equally important

· Piano alone

· Same pattern of movements
1. Sonata form

2. Slow with melody

3. Lively – often a Rondo

The Piano

· Frame becomes stronger (bracing)
· Action becomes more reliable

· Action design changed by Stein in Vienna
· Greater range of dynamics

· Range of pitches extended
Mozart’s Piano Sonata No. 11

· First movement is in sonata form

· Second movement contains a minuet and trio

· Third movement is in rondo form
Beethoven: “Pathetic” Sonata,
Third Movement

· In rondo form

· A theme in minor

· Balanced phrases

· Decorative notes in theme

· Well-suited for piano
Transition contains rapidly moving notes

· B theme

· In major key

· Consists of chords and is smoother

· C theme


· In major

· Repeated several times


· Includes some imitation

· Third movement is a lengthy and powerful rondo

