Chapter 27 

Late Romantic Music

Brahms: Symphony No. 4

· Used classical forms

· First movement: sonata form

· Second movement: slow 

· Third movement: playful, like scherzo

· Fourth movement: Chaconne – variations on eight-measure theme

Brahms: Symphony No. 4,
First Movement

· Longer than movements in classical symphonies

· Third theme added

· Three motives extracted from themes

Brahms: Symphony No. 4, 
First Movement

· Seamless connections between sections of the form

· Achieves both unity and variety

· Diminution

· Augmentation

What to Listen for in Brahms’ Music 

· Beautiful, sensuous music

· Skill in use of themes and forms

· Optimistic quality

· Noble quality

Dvořák : “American” Quartet, 
First Movement

· Much chamber composed during Romantic period

· Quartet was composed in America, but is more Bohemian in character

· Sonata form

· Fragments of first theme dominate

· New theme in development section

Tchaikovsky: Symphony No. 4, 
Fourth Movement

· Basically in sonata form

· Vibrant, fiery quality

· Second theme is Russian folk song

· Much contrast between themes

· Music from introduction to first movement appears in development section

Summary 

· Brahms: Symphony No. 4, first movement

· What to Listen for in Brahms’ Music
· Dvořák: “American” Quartet, first movement

· Tchaikovsky: Symphony No. 4, fourth movement

