Chapter 32 Expressionism & Primitivism

Expressionism

· Morose, dark, and inward-looking

· Largely German/Austrian

· Artists

· Franz Marc

· Wassily Kandinsky

· Edvard Munch

· Writers

· Franz Kafka

· James Joyce

· Tennessee Williams

Expressionism

· Composers

· Arnold Schoenberg

· Pierrot Lunaire
· Alban Berg

· Wozzeck

Berg: Wozzeck
· Characters

· Wozzeck, incompetent and persecuted soldier

· Marie, his mistress who cheats on him

· Sadistic captain and demented doctor

· Basic plot

· Wozzeck stabs Marie in jealous rage for  her unfaithfulness

· Driven by guilt and despair, he accidently drowns while looking for the knife

Berg: Wozzeck
· Three acts

· Exposition

· Development

· Catastrophe

· Five scenes for each act, each built on a technique of composing

· Act III: theme and variations

· Scene 2: variations on a single tone

Primitivism

· Fascination with art and music of non-Western and non-literate societies

· Interest in African and Polynesian art

Stravinsky: The Rite of Spring
· Composed for ballet

· No longer “beautiful;” vibrant and exciting instead

Stravinsky: The Rite of Spring
Musical features

· New timbres

· Mixed meters

Stravinsky: The Rite of Spring
Musical features

· Short melodic ideas, repeated and slightly varied

· Dissonant harmonies

· Bitonality

Summary 

· Expressionism

· Berg: Wozzeck

· Primitivism

· Stravinsky: The Rite of Spring

