Chapter 35 American Music before 1920

America’s Early Cultural Setting

Behind Europe for several reasons:

· People occupied with settling new land

· Puritans thought arts were frivolous or evil

· Few wealthy families to serve as patrons for art and music

· “Cultural inferiority” complex

Art in America

· Simpler and more down-to-earth than in Europe

· Grant Wood’s “American Gothic” has these qualities

Music in Eighteenth Century America

· Moravian communities
· Originally from Moravia in present day Czech Republic

· Followers of Jan Hus who was burned at the stake in 1415

· Settled on Estate of Count von Zinzendorf, 1722

· Came to  Pennsylvania – founded Bethlehem
· Pietist sect

· Lived in ‘choirs’

· Educated all people: men, wome,  (later) slaves

· Music was for worship – trombones, organs, voices

· Came to NC – 1753 Bethabara       
· Salem founded 1766   (Today part of Winston-Salem)
· Trade with Europe
· Non-fighting – music during Civil War
· Organ by David Tannenberg 1800


· Organ restored in 2003
· William Billings    New England    Singing Schools – teach hymns
America’s Patriotic Songs

· Many of their melodies were English, including “The Star-Spangled Banner”

· “America, the Beautiful” and “God Bless America” are entirely American
The Nineteenth Century

· Lowell Mason – father of music education in USA
· Louis Moreau Gottschalk – virtuoso pianist/ composer

 born in New Orleans
· Theodore Thomas

· “New England” group

· Edward MacDowell – composer – piano music
Sousa: “The Stars and Stripes Forever”

· Wind band prominent in America

· Standard march form

· Short introduction

· First strain (A); repeated

· Second strain (B); repeated

· Trio (C) usually with two sections; repeated

Ives: Symphony No. 2,
Fifth Movement

· Ives highly successful in insurance business; composed as avocation 

· Fond of quoting American songs

· Very innovative

· Form is a loose A B A B coda

Summary

· America’s early cultural setting

· Art in America

· Music in eighteenth-century America

· America’s patriotic songs

· The Nineteenth Century

· Sousa: “The Stars and Stripes Forever”

· Ives: Symphony No. 2, Fifth Movement

