Chapter 38  Popular Music Since 1950

Changes in Social Setting 

· Population has almost tripled since 1950

· “Baby boom” after World War II

· Increased prosperity

· TV replaces radio; radio for specific markets

· More and diverse recording companies

· Minorities more conscious of identity

Blues and Soul

· Music of African American people

· Rhythm and Blues

· Soul

· Rap

Country Music

Music of southern white population

· Characteristics

· Sung in a plain style with much sincerity

· Accompanied by guitars and fiddles

· Simple melodies, harmonies, and rhythm

· Texts realistic and often sentimental

Country Music

· Radio important in its early development

· Several stars later sold millions of recordings

· Hank Williams: “Your Cheatin’ Heart”

· Types:

· Country-Western

· Rockabilly

· Bluegrass

Rock

· Combination of country and blues, but often with message of impatience with social norms

· Characteristics

· Strong beat, with backbeat

· Melody and harmony often used modes

· Timbre varies much with type of rock

· Freer lyrics and topics 

· Performances often dazzling

Rock

Development and types

· British influence

· Folk rock

· Fusion

· Satire and punk

· Music videos

Other Types of Popular Music

· Latin American

· Salsa

· Reggae

Other Types of Popular Music

· Modern jazz

· Bop

· Free jazz

· Modern jazz

· Brubeck: “Blue Rondo a la Turk”

Summary

· Blues and Soul

· Country music

· Rock

· Other types of popular music

· Latin American

· Modern jazz

